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CAN THE CHURCHES CONDONE 
THIS 7 


“ Christian values and liberties of men, at present gravely threatened, 
have still to be defended,” declared the Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
after rejecting an appeal to renounce the use of the H-bomb. 


COVENTRY DOES 
IT AGAIN 


From a Correspondent 
A DEMONSTRATION of civil defence 
measures as applied to the H-bomb 
was staged at Coventry on Sunday, 
May 30. 


A bomb was assumed to have fallen near 
Birmingham. A similar defence demonstration 
could therefore have been arranged in Bir- 
mingham in relation to the same hypothetical 
bomb. 


It was realised by the civil defence authori- 
ties, as by the Coventry Council, that there 
would be no point in staging a demonstration 
of civil defence if the bomb were supposed to 
have fallen on Coventry, any more than there 
would be in Birmingham if the bomb were 
supposed to have fallen on that city. The 
hypothesis upon which the demonstration was 
carried out also assumed that only one bomb 
had been dropped. 


Mr. P. V. Collyer, the principal officer for 
the Home Office civil defence organisation in 
the Midland Region, had prepared a script to 
be read in conjunction with the demonstration. 
It contained the following passage that had 
reference to the decision of the Council not 
to operate “ civil defence”: 


“The public-spirited volunteers of Coventry are disap- 
pointed by this action of the council, and many of them 
have come forward as individuals and are taking part in 
the role of casualties, etc. The council's attitude has 
deprived us of organised local forces, however, and we 
must now appreciate that if this were the real thing, and 
there were no local workers, a long time would elapse 
before those sufferers you can see and hear, together 
with others too badly hurt to move, could be rescued. 
We must therefore now imagine that some hours have 
passed, 

“We will not keep you waiting as the sufferers would 
have to wait. The rescue teams are near so that you can 
see how they set about their task, but remember as you 
sce them come, unless Coventry were prepared it would 
be a long time before help could arrive, Some of your 
own relatives or friends might be among those trapped 
in agony waiting through seemingly endless hours before 
the vehicles you now sce could really be here.’ 


A libel en council 


The contents of this script had been made 
known to members of the Council before) jit 
was read. The above passage was objected to 
and its withdrawal was asked for. This was 
refused by Mr. Collyer, who subscquently 
remarked that the statement had been approved 
at high level in the Home Office. 

The Chief Constable of Coventry had sug- 
gested that the script might be modified by 
explaining that the CD workers had been killed 
by the H-bomb. This, however, was obviously 
unacceptable as the opcrations of the hypo- 
thetical bomb had been carefully limited so 
that they should not be killed. 

The Council had reached its decision against 
the Home Office “civil defence” measures 
because it refused ‘‘to be party to the hood- 
winking of the public by the suggestion that 
the CD organisations can give them defence 
against H-bombs.” It felt that it had to protest 
against this procedure and some of the coun- 
cillors turned out with amplifying apparatus 
to rebut the contentions of the Home Office 
spokesman. 

Alderman Stringer, leader of the Labour 
group on the Council, said : ; 

“We object to a Government officer coming 
into our city and running propaganda against 
the city council. } 

“The script is a libel on council members, 
the Labour movement, the trade union move- 
ment and all decent citizens. 

“In my car I have 250 letters from people 
supporting us—organisations and individuals 
all over the world, showing we have stirred the 
need for international action to ban the 
H-bomb.” 


PACIFIST. PROFESSOR 
WON’T BE FIRED 


From Walter Gormly 


De. C. F. LITTELL, outspoken pacifist and 
charter member of the American Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, has refused to accept 
a contract continuing him in his position as 
head of the history and political science de- 
partment at Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa, USA, rather than take a contract calling 
for his resignation next year. 

He had passed the retirement age of 65 
but wished to continue teaching two more 
years, for some professors had continued till 
aged 70. 

Dr. Littell emphasised that he was not leav- 
ing of his own volition. He said the college 
wanted to fire him next year, so he jumped the 
gun. 

The students rallied to Dr. Littells’ support. 
The Student Council asked the president to 
retain Dr. Littell, but he did not comply with 
their request. 

Approximately 400 out of the 600 students 
signed a petition requesting that he be kept 
on. 

The Seniors turned their Senior Chapel pro- 
gramme which, was held the day after the an- 
nouncement that Dr. Littell was leaving, into 
a testimonial service to him. 


Victims of the first atom 


in Asahi Graph—shows the skin peeling 


bomb dropped on Japan 


This picture—one of the first actual photos of the Hiroshima bombing, published 


off, and hanging down where the body of 


this woman and child were exposed to heat flash from the bomb. 


Someone has to call a halt 
—Dr GEORGE MACLEOD 


AT the meeting of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland the Rev. 
Dr. George Macleod moved the following amendment to a resolution that 


was before the Assembly on weapons of 


mass destruction: 


“The General Assembly, believing firmly in the sovereign love of 
God gravely determine that they can do no other than renounce war.” 


The amendment was rejected by the 


“We are all committed either to press the 
button of the hydrogen bomb orto renounce 
it now,” said Dr. Macleod. ‘‘ No one is going 
to leave the opprobrium of the pressing to 
some RAF lad, knowing that the man who 
pressed it for Hiroshima resigned his commis- 
sion and is now in a monastery, and the only 
English observer also resigned and is looking 
after cripples..” 


Commenting on the fact that the bomb had 
claimed only one paragraph in the Committee’s 
report—the same length as that devoted to the 
Kabaka of Buganda—Dr. Macleod said there 
were two escape mechanisms that now threat- 
ened to dull our minds. 

The first was that there was nothing new 
about atomic warfare and it was only an 
extension of an already ugly business; the 
second that the bomb was so terrible none 
would dare use it. 

Discussing the first point, he said that it was 
as late as the 1930s when a commision of the 
Assembly declared that if we ever deliberately 
bombed civilians the Church would have to 
withdraw its support from the war even at 
the cost of defeat. 

“Yet,” he declared, “ within a decade we 
deliberately bombed the civilian population 
of Dresden at the cost of at least 100,000 
lives, without Church protest.” 

There was substance in the argument for 
silence; Germany as a democracy had voted 


Assembly, receiving 30 votes. 


Hitler in; there was corporate guilt, and 
collective punishment was rough justice. “ But, 
I suggest, a Hiroshima within this reference 
tips into a new situation. Through the 
mysteries of radio activity, while many expec- 
tant mothers got off without contamination, 
every one of the children they were carrying 
were stillborn. While within living memory 
only paid soldiers bore the brunt of a nation’s 
guilt, within recent memory we: found justifi- 
cation for civilian massacre on the ground of 
collective guilt; but at Hiroshima, for the first 
time, we executed the next generation as guilty 
of a nation’s sins before they are born.” 

“T, for one,” said Dr. Macleod, “ cannot 
press that button, can you ? The mind boggled 
at the enormity of this bomb and its wide- 
spread effects. A bomb on Glasgow would fill 
hospitals in Dundee. We dismiss it because 
we say that no one will ever drop it. But it is 
well within living memory that all the great 
nations refused the submarine as making sea 
warfare too ungentlemanly, but the submarine 
came.” 

Someone had to call a halt in terms that the 
common man could understand. The bomb was 
poised over Asia today in shakey hands. It 
was poised over Asia to save the Communists 
from their sins and to prove to them how much 
we believed in the infinite value of every 
human soul by killing off perhaps 500,000 of 


= ON BACK PAGE 


Buganda crisis 
WHAT IT MEANS 


By TOM WARDLE 


'['HE dread prospect of a continent-wide 

war of colour in Africa was brought 
a stage nearer this week with the reimposi- 
tion of a state of emergency in the East 
African territory of Buganda. 


For some weeks the Baganda have been 
operating a boycott of non-African shops as a 
Protest against the deposition of their king— 
the Kabaka—in December of last year, and the 
measures taken to reduce their independence. 


The boycott has been so successful that it 
has been considered necessary to introduce 
what amounts to martial law into the colony. 
Three African newspapers have been banned 
and Chiefs have been instructed to give a 
vigorous lead to bring to an end the interfer- 
ence with the people’s normal buying activities, 


Unwarranted action 


_ This last is a reference to reported intimida- 
tion of would-be buyers. 

It is quite possible that there has been some 
such intimidation, but it is inconceivable that 
it has taken place on such a scale as to warrant 
the Governor's action. The banning of the 
newspapers gives the clue to the real reason. 
They are suspended for alleged Stirring up of 
disaffection against the Protectorate Govern- 
ment and containing articles the effect of 
which has been to stir up racial hatred. 

The fact is that Buganda has been trans- 
formed in the space of half a year from the 
most peaceful colony in the Empire into one 
of its most restless. The beginning of the 
trouble dates from the exile of the people’s own 
ruler—the Kabaka. Only the blindest. self- 
interest could have occasioned such an obvi- 
ously gross error. Only the most unbending 
pride could have allowed it to go unamended. 


Meet the people's wishes 


But it has happened. The Baganda, in 
common with Africans everywhere, have 
attempted first to settle their grievances consti- 
tutionally. When that failed they turned to 
non-violent direct action. Uganda National 
Congress is committed to the Gandhian 
method, but they do not command the loyalty 
of everyone, nor in a time of crisis is it to 
be expected that violence will not occur. 

The British Government can prevent violence 
by co-operating with Uganda National Con- 
gress in meeting the wishes of the people. If 
it stubbornly refuses to recognise the depth 
and justice of the Baganda resistance, it will 
not be surprising if before long it finds itself 
with a colonial war spreading throughout the 
whole of East and Central Africa. 

Has Kenya taught no lessons ? 


What the churches 
are saying... 


The General Assembly of the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales has expressed 
grave concern at the production of A and 
H-bombs. 


The General Syned of the Church of Ireland 
declined to consider a motion on the order 
paper calling for the renunciation of war. 


The World Council of Churches will do its 
utmost to “assist the nations in breaking 
through distrust and securing peace with the 
abolition of atomic weapons,” the President, 
Dr. Bell, has told the East German Prime 
Minister, Herr Otto Nuschke. 


Methodist Synods at Bradford, Cardiff, Car- 
liste, Channel Islands, Doncaster, Halifax, 
Leeds, Manchester, Middlesbrough, New- 
castle, N. Lancashire, Oxford, Plymouth, 
Sheffield, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, N. 
Wales (Second), S. Wales, Zetland and Glas- 
gow passed resolutions on the H-bomb. 
Stockport registered a strong protest against 
the experiments now going on with the 
H-bomb and germ warfare, asking that they 
should cease. 


Exeter Methodist Synod would not pronounce, 


after discussion had taken place on opposi- 
tion to the H-bomb. 


LATE NEWS 


Gelligaer (Glam.) Urban Council—one of the 
largest authorities in S. Wales—decided on 
Tuesday to suspend CD until better protection 
was given against A and H-bombs. 


Protests by S. Rhodesian journalists have 
been successful (sce Behind the News, page 2) : 
the African, Mike Hove, stays 2 member of 
the Rhodesian Guild of Journalists. “The 
new decision may have a big effect on accep- 
tance of Africans in unions,” reports News 
Chronicle. 


The Bishop of Excter said on Tuesday that 
the H-bomb may be 2 sign that end of the 
world is at hand. We live on the very brink of 
self-destruction. The world’s only hope of 
escape scems to be in disarmament talks. 
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REAPPRAISAL 


HEN Mr. Dulles spoke of the possible necessity for an 

“ agonising reappraisal” it was to let France know 

that she would ultimately have to accept German rearma- 

ment or lose American financial support, and that she had 
better hurry therefore and make up her mind. 


The war in Indo-China has temporarily put the question of 
German rearmament into second place and we have been hearing 
of the need for a reappraisal of policy by the American Govern- 
ment in a different context. 


* * 


It is clear that at Geneva the State Department intended that 
there should be “negotiation from strength” in the fullest sense 
of the words: that the unpleasant “or else” mentality, whose 
catch-phrase has spread from America to the less admirable 
elements of the English-speaking world, was to be a dominant 
factor at Geneva. 


We have the view that the H-bomb explosions were not 
unconnected with the forthcoming Geneva discussions. The tests 
were supplemented by Mr. Dulles’ proposal for a threat of 
united action from the leading NATO countries to follow a lack 
of compliance on the part of the Viet Minh and Chinese repre- 
sentaties at Geneva. 


‘Yhere was no suggestion from Mr. Dulles himself this time 
that his proposal had better be accepted or the USA would find 
ways of acting independently, but there was no dearth of such 
suggestions from his influential supporters in the Republican 
Party. 


The attitude of the British prevented the State Department 
policy from being acted upon, Mr. Dulles retired, and it may be 
hoped that a process of rethinking of policy is now going for- 
ward. In all (he discussions we have read on this subject, however, 
the need for a review of policy is appreciated only in relation to 
the problem of getting a more satisfactory unity of outlook among 
the Atlantic Treaty countries. 


* * 


American policy has encouraged the French Governments in 
a succession of mistakes in regard to Indo-China. To assume that 
France could conduct a war in Indo-China over a period of eight 
years without bleeding herself white and destroying her possibili- 
ties of social and economic recovery was the most fundamental. 


It is becoming more and more evident, too, that the American- 
directed policy for the rearmament of Germany would create 
much more disunity than unity in Europe, and even American 
observers are beginning (o see that such a policy carries with it 
a tremendous element of danger, even accepting the militarist 
assumptions upon which it is based. 


It is clear that following Geneva there will have to be a 
reappraisal; what is wanted, however, is not a reappraisal of 
policies with a view to improving relationships between the 
NATO countries, but 2 reappraisal of policies with a view to 
getting more understanding between all the countries of the 
world, and particularly between the East and the West. 


We have repeatedly insisted that the difference between the 
British and the American position in regard to China is a funda- 
mental one and it is not our purpose in this article to reiterate 
this ; nevertheless we do not believe that there can be any safe 
association of British with American policy in Asia until Ameri- 
can policy relating to China has been changed. 


In any reappraisal of policy it will be necessary to bring 
pust mistakes over a very wide area under review. The list will 
be a big one. It should include not only errors that have endan- 
gered relationships between the NATO countries, but also those 
that may have worsened relationships between Communist and 
“free world” countries. 


That these relationships have been endangered by many 
actions of the Governments of the Eastern powers is obviously 
true ; but if the Western Governments have been guilty of errors 
in their estimates of the desires, capacities and intentions of their 
allies it is surely at least equally possible that they have been 
capable of error in their estimates of the intentions of Eastern 
Governments.. 


* * 


If errors are to be remedied and forgiven on the one side 
it is surely possible that they may be remedied and thus become 
capable of forgiveness on the other, 


Any reappraisal that takes place should be a re-examination 
of the very foundations of policies and the governments of all 
the peoples who are today living under the shadow of destruction 
by atomic and hydrogen bombs should participate in it. 


The time is surely due for those high-level talks suggested 
by Sir Winston Churchill. That is the way to genuine reappraisal. 


Breaking the deadlock 


¥y JE urged last week that the dele- 

gates in Geneva should concentrate 
on securing an early armistice in Indo- 
China and leave the political settlement 
until later. 


The ten days deadlock has now been 
broken by an agreement which provides 
for immediate military and_ technical 
discussions of plans for a cease-fire. This 
involves meetings of the military rep- 
resentatives of France and Viet Minh 
both in Geneva and Indo-China to study 
the regrouping of the opposing forces to 
facilitate a cease-fire. 


One of the chief obstacles has been 
the contention that the situation in Viet 
Nam, where a civil war was in progress, 
was different to that in Laos and Cam- 
bodia where, it was claimed, the Viet 
Minh forces were invaders. 


From this has arisen the American in- 
sistance that all Viet Nam forces must 
be entirely withdrawn from Laos and 
Cambodia as a condition of cease-fire. 
We regret that the State Department has 
gone publicly on rcord at this critical 
juncture in maintaining that condition. 
The agreement itself has shelved the pro- 
blem ay asking the military representa- 
tives to deal with the regrouping in Viet 
Nam first in the hope that success here 
would encourage a similar success else- 
where, 


Mr. Eden, with the support of Mr. 
Molotov, has again saved the situation 
by obtaining acceptance of the compro- 
mise, but it must not be forgotten that 
his valuable work has only been possible 
because Britain has not been committed 
in advance to the American proposals 
and that he has, therefore, been able 
to act as a go-between. 


An armistice is the first essential: the 
political peacemaking must follow. 


It is obvious that the military dis- 
cussions will not be short or easy, and 
they may very well extend over several 
weeks, A gentlemen’s agreement for an 
official cease-fire pending the formal 
armistice should now be arranged so 
as to prevent further unnecessary 
slaughter and help towards successful 
discussions. 


But Korea? 


TEYHE Korean situation is less im- 

mediately hopeful and the problem 
there seems. to be unsolved. It is prob- 
ably only the reluctance of both sides 
to risk blame for failure by breaking 
off the talks which accounts for the 
decision to hold a further secret. ses- 
sion. 


Certainly America, which has never 
believed in the possibility of success and 
was unwilling to compromise seems to 
have abandoned hope of a settlement. 


We can only repeat that if the talks 
are deadlocked it is mainly over ‘Ameri- 
ca's demand for UN to take part in 
the supervision of the all-Korean elec- 
tions. America cannot have it both 
ways: claim the right of UN to inter- 
vene as a belligerent and then expect 
UN to be regarded as a neutral. 


When there is such a wide area of 
agreement in principle a compromise 
on details must be accepted. 


American dilemma 


M[HE American dilemma at Geneva 

is due to the fact that they are 
not prepared for real negotiations, 
which to them smack of appeasement, 
and yet hesitate to embark on action 
which might so easily spell world war. 


So they fly kites, bluff, shiliyshally 
and react to the situation rather than 
face the realities of the world revolu- 
tion. Yet the alternative is between 
Eden's policy of mediation leading to 
negotiation, and war, extended war. 


It would appear that Mr. Dulles, and 
to a lesser extent President Eisenhower, 
lean to the view of Admiral Carney 
that intervention now would = save 
America from having to face graver 
issues later. It is even rumoured that 
the President has ready a draft appeal 
to Congress to approve of intervention. 
They may even hope that if America 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


had to “go it alone” to begin with, it 
would not be long before Britain was 
at her side—a reversal of what hap- 
pened in World Wars IJ and IL. 


Politically such a policy is danger- 
ously shortsighted and based upon a 
tragic fatalism. Morally it is indefen- 
sible because it reckons in terms of 
doubtful expediency and not in terms 
of principle. 

We hope that Britain is not only pre- 
pared to disagree with America at 
Geneva but that she has made it clear 
beyond any possible doubt that if 
America should decide on intervention 
such action will be condemned and re- 
pudiated by the British Government. 


Britain must not abandon the policy 
for which she is standing now in order 
to come to the assistance of America 
at a later stage, no matter what the 
consequence of such a refusal might 
mean, 


British initiative 


PPHE set-back to America’s Asian 
plans has followed on the long 
delay in the acceptance of her plans for 
Europe. 


France seems no more likely to ratify 
the EDC Treaty, and there are reports 
that unless she does so before the sum- 
mer recess the State Department will 
abandon its present plan, consign EDC 
to the dustbin and seek other means ot 
obtaining its objectives, 


That might involve some separate 
arrangement with Germany—the tragic 
reappraisal at which Dulles has hinted— 
and cause a withdrawal of American 
forces and aid to Europe. 


If American policy receives a real 
setback in S.E. Asia, and if there is 
going to be an increasing independence 
of Britain and France, the State Depart- 
ment may well decide to withdraw trom 
Europe and turn their attention and 
their aid to the Pacific area. 


If the British Government would pur- 
sue its independence of America in S.E. 
Asian policy to a reversal of its policy 
on German rearmament and to the 
adoption of a policy of absolute 
neutrality, it would strengthen the pos- 
sibility of a similar policy in Germany, 
France and Italy, and represent a step 
forward in positive peace-making. 


Socialists and German 
rearmament 


HE Labour Party has been wise to 

allow opponents of German rearma- 
ment the opportunity of individual pro- 
test. 


The scales are still weighted against 
the latter because although they can 
only protest as individuals, the Com- 
mittee is to organise a series of regional 
conferences at which the official view 
will be expounded, and also to issue a 
pamphlet to defend the attitude of the 
Shadow Cabinet. 


It is not only in Britain that German 
rearmament is creating problems for 
Socialists. 

So far 59 Socialist Deputics in 
French Parliament have opposed 
ratification of EDC. 


An extraordinary party congress has 
been called to take place before the 
forthcoming debate on ratification in 
order to ascertain the views of Socialist 
federations in France as a whole. Con- 
trary to what has been happening in 
many trade unions in Britain, individual 
federations in France seem to have been 
voting in favour of EDC, and it is 
possible that the congress will vote for 
ratification. 

It may also demand that during the 
debate in the French Chamber the 
whips shall be put on. In that case the 
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LETTER FROM THE USA 
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A REPORT in the New York Times of 
“®% the momentous conference between Mr. 
Churchill, Mr. Eden and their colleagues 
over the week-end of May 23 suggests to me 
that the differences between the US State 
Department and the British Foreign Office 
over the issue of “negotiations” with the 
Communist bloc are in one sense not by any 
means so fundamental as the emotional heat 
gencrated in the discussion of them seems 
to suggest! 


It is important it seems to me, and espec- 
ially for pacifists, to understand the true 
situation. Otherwise, we shall look in the 
wrong places for the solution. 


The difference is often stated as if it were 
between Mr. Dulles who wants to depend 
upon power to compel the “right” solution 
and Mr. Eden who wants to rely upon sweet 
reasonableness and faith in human nature. 
But the article referred to makes it clear 
that Churchill and Eden have not suddenly 
decided to abandon the role of force in 
international relations. It states for example, 
that 


“The British do not contend that negotia- 
tion can turn a French defeat into a 
French victory.” 

A little later we are told that there is 


“no intention of pursuing negotiations 
past the time when the British govern- 
ment... is convinced that Communists 
are no longer sincere!” 

Parenthetically, I doubt whether the re- 
porter is here quoting Mr. Eden exactly 


Britain, America and 
Power Politics 


but this is 
comment. 


Finally we are assured that Chou-en-lai 
and Molotov hardly need to be told that in 
any show-down Britain, at least under 
Churchill or Attlee, will stand by the United 
States. Thus the negotiations at Geneva 
will result—if they come to something that 
can be thought of as a result or end at all— 
in a decision which reflects and temporarily 
defines the relationship of forces, and no 
more. 


It seems to me it might be helpful if we 
understood that the decisive difference in 
British and US psychology—I am speaking 
of peoples as well as governments—is in the 
fact that H-bomb warfare will annihilate 
the former and they know it, 


in any case an_ intriguing 


By A. J. MUSTE 


while the latter still believe not only that 
they have a chance for survival but for 
victory. 

This is indeed a big difference and unless 
it is held clearly in focus by both pcoples 
it will generate a lot more emotion and 
heat than it already has. 


If the British and other people similarly 
situated face up to the implications of the 
position in which H-bomb war places them, 
they will have to face the choice so clearly 
stated in Peace News recently by Kathleen 
Lonsdaie and others, of ultimate annihila- 
tion or unconditional, prompt, and if need 
be unilateral abandonment of war. 


This most of them have not yet done. 

If they had, they would not consider it 
a great gain to have “ military ” talks about 
the defence of South East Asia in Singapore 
a la Churchill rather than “ political ” talks 
talks in Washington a la Dulles. 

The American people if they were to face 
realities would see that what they are asking 
their Allies to do is to accept annihilation 
in a war to save America by a method which 
panne save America any more than anyone 
else. 

This is the ultimate in immorality, and 
nearly the ultimate in irrationality. 
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59 Deputies will have either to forget 
their consciences or risk expulsion. 


Delegation to China 


TINHE decision of the Labour Party 
© Executive to send a delegation to 
China in response to an invitation of the 
Chinese Government is greatly to be wel- 
comed. 


We hope it will lead to a better under- 
standing between the peoples of the two 
nations and ultimately to the resumption 
of full diplomatic relations. 

Certainly it will underline the view that 
the means to “ peaceful coexistence ” 
should be genuinely sought between the 
East and the West. 

The importance of the gesture that is 
being made by the sending of this delega- 
tion is evident in its composition. 

As far as its official character could be 
emphasised by the choice of those to 
compose it, this has been done. Thus, 
with Mr. Attlee as Leader of the Party, 
there will not only be Mr. Bevan, but 
Mr. Morgan Phillips, General Secretary, 
Mr. Wilfred Burke, the President, and 
Miss Edith Summerskill, the President- 
designate for next year. 

We have, of course, a particular pleas- 
ure in the fact that Mr. H. W. Franklin, 
of the NUR, a friend of Peace News and 
the pacifist movement, will make one of 
the delegation. 

The delegation should have the effect 
of emphasising the need for a recon- 
sideration by the US Government of its 
attitude to China and its support of 
China’s enemies behind Chiang Kai-shek 
on the island of Formosa. 


No moral lead from 
the Churches 


rPTHE General Assembly of the Church 
~ of Scotland refused to record as 
its conviction that the use of nuclear 
weapons of destruction was a blasphemy 
on the creative love of God and a denial 
of the power of Christ. ; 

Instead it passed a resolution stating 
its conviction that Christian values and 
the liberties of man, at present gravely 
threatened, had still to be defended ; 
and that the duty of the Churches, with- 
in the political sphere, was to use their 
united influence to secure the ends of 
international control and supervision of 
nuclear energy and ultimate disarma- 
ment. 

The Church of Scotland has thus fol- 
lowed in the steps of the Church 
of England. Both have again refused 
to give the moral lead for which the 
world waits and for which it has a right 
to look to the Church. 

It needed no revelation from God or 
acceptance of Christian principles for 
men to see their duty in terms of 
securing the control and supervision of 
nuclear energy and ultimate disarma- 
ment. In asking for no more the 
Churches are but following where they 
should lead and in so doing are betray- 
ing the Gospel to which they are com- 
mitted. For what is involved? The 
refusal to pass a moral judgment upon 
war and the seeing of war as a lesser 
evil than “the possible destruction of 
Christian values and liberty” at the 
hands of an aggressor is tantamount to 
denying the sovereignty of God, to 
admitting that His work cannot be done. 
The fact that they themselves are des- 
troying Christian values does not seem 
to have occurred to them. 

It is not that the betrayal is deliberate 
or their attitude insincere. It is rather 
that they are conditioned by fear and 
not by a belief in the sovereign love 
of God. 

The General Assembly pointed out 
that the Churches are responsible for 
a ‘call to repentance and rededication 
of life.” Where is there a sign of re- 
pentance and rededication in their atti- 
tude to the use of atomic energy? 

The Assembly also recognised that 
Christianity could only defeat Com- 
munism by outliving it. Who was it 
said that Christianity survived because 
the early Church not only outlived but 
also outdied the pagan world? It is 
certainly impossible to outlive Com- 
munism if the Churches are prepared to 
give away their fundamental position at 
the threat of Communism and put their 
trust in the same methods as Commun- 
ism adopts. 


U.S. advances to racial 
equality 


WVE have recently seen an advance 
*¥ along the road to good racial 
relationships and a step backward: the 
advance in the USA and the step back- 
ward in the British Commonwealth. 

The US Supreme Court has ruled that 
segregation on racial grounds in public 
schools is unconstitutional. 

This decision will not mean, of course, 
the end of discrimination against the 
Negro in the USA; but it is one more 
of the many important steps that will 
have to be taken to achieve really equal 
treatment for men and women indepen- 
dently of the colour of their skins, 

It should be noted, however, that this 
decision supersedes the old ruling that 
the Negro was entitled to equal rights 
with the white, but that these rights 
could be conceded on terms of segrega- 
tion, which frequently obtained as mere 
legal fiction ; the Supreme Court verdict 
when it comes to be fully applied will 
put an end to enforced segregation. 

Accompanying this good news comes 
an unpleasant example of an “ apar- 
theid ” policy in Southern Rhodesia. The 
Guild of Journalists, which has one 
African member, has been called upon 
by the Government to amend its rules 
so that Africans are excluded. 


TATTOO PROTEST 
COMMITTEE 
FORMED IN LEEDS 


TEEDS Peace Pledge Union members have 

formed an ad-hoc ‘‘ Leeds Tattoo Protest 
Committee ” to cope with the military propa- 
ganda which will accompany the Leeds Tattoo 
at the end of June. 


Their plans include: 

The printing of 10 to 15,000 special leaflets ; 

A poster parade ; 

Peace News selling; and if possible, 

Display of large posters on well-placed sites 
in the city centre. 


All able to get to Leeds during the tattoo or able to 
help the group financially are asked to write to Tom Lang, 
Flat 2, 58 Leopold Street, Leeds 7, 


Below: How the people of Northampton 
greeted a military display in 1937. They 
marched on to a parade ground where 15 
tanks had attracted thousands of people to 2 
recruiting campaign. Soldiers and _ police 
were friendly, but not the crowd who wanted 
to tear down the 17 ft. x 13 ft. reproduction 
of 2 cartoon by Arthar Wrage. 


SEBS 


For a new UN Charter 


AN informal conference sponsored by 
** Crusade for World Government, discussed 
in London recently proposals for amendment 
of the UN Charter when in 1956 it may come 
before the General Assembly for review. 


Following discussion of proposed alterations 
to the Charter, under the headings Member- 
ship, World Legislature, World Executive, 
World Court, Disarmament, “ Police” and 
Inspection, Hf{uman Rights and World Citizen- 
ship, the conference before disbanding formed 
itself into a provisional Committee for UN 
Charter Review, which Committee will again 
be called in its entirety, and with additional 
members as interested, as soon as delegates and 
observers have been able to report back to 
their various organisations. Meanwhile a 
temporary Executive Committe is meeting and 
Daf kigw on those items where agreement at 
least provisionally exists. 


In the event of a campaign being launched 
by the Committee it would seem that recom- 
mendations receiving most widespread support 
must include provision for Universal Member- 
ship; Disarmament, and Inspection ; A World 
Court; Protection of Human Rights; and a 
World Development Authority. 
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THE ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY is 
a vigorous and thriving 
society, with substantial 
reserves and share capital 
exceeding One Million 


Pounds. Its ‘‘Guide for 
investors” will be sent 
post free on request. 
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REPORT FROM 


NEW ZEALAND 


No. right. of, appeal. for 
call-up» objectors 


From PE 


TER LOVE 


EW ZEALAND is more concerned ‘about: the H-bomb than it is about the 


Petrov affair. 


However, representations from various councils to the Prime Minister (the Rt. Hon, S. G. 
Holland) asking for the H-bomb to be banned have been practically ignored. 

Mr. Holland addressed a New Zealand Chamber of Commerce meeting recently with the 
words: ‘“ The evidence of the H-bomb shows more than ever that peace is at hand.” 


MILITARY | TRAINING 


The Compulsory Military Training Act, passed in New Zealand in 1949 was nothing 
more than a scheme to hoodwink the populace. 


Before the Act was passed, Professor Wi 
Christchurch, with a small band of helpers, 


nston Rhodes, of Canterbury University College, 
held several meetings in that year endeavouring 


to show this was a crucial moment. He, too, was for the most part ignored. 


The Government stated that military tra 


youth of the country,” and the deception caused its adoption, 


later for twenty-year-olds. 
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Britain should line up 


with India 
—FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


N_ international affairs Britain should 

follow India and play a neutral role, said 
Mr. Fenner Brockway, MP, speaking at a 
meeting organised by the Labour Peace 
Fellowship in Muswell Hill, North London, 
last Friday. 


Three major issues faced the world: war or 
peace; world hunger or world plenty; racial 
discrimination or racial equality. The H-bomb 
was merely a symbol of these problems. ‘ Any 
effective banning of such weapons was depend- 
ent on the policies which caused the cold war. 

Democratic socialists could not fully support 
either the American or the Soviet bloc. ilst 
they sympathised with Russia’s socialist. plan- 
ning they deplored her totalitarianism and 
suppression of _ liberty. They’ opposed 
America’s capitalism, but admired her liberal 
traditions, now being attacked by Senator 
McCarthy. 


The Labour Party had campaigned to elimi- 
nate poverty in Britain, and this had almost 
been achieved. Its main task today was to lead 
the fight against the hunger, ignorance and 
disease which afflicted two thirds of the human 
race. The policy adopted by the 1945, Labour 
Government towards India, Burma | and 
Ceylon should be applied to all Britain’s 
colonies. 


Mr. James Avery Joyce, chairman of the 
Labour Peace Fellowship, who also spoke, said 
that Labour’s policy for the next election should 
be to line up with India who was trying to 
form a “ peace area” in the world. This was the 
real answer to Communism. The Indian Five 
Year Plan was a fine example of democratic 
planning, not imposed from the top, as in 
Russia, but starting with projects in the vil- 
lages. Gandhi's theories were now being put 
into practice. 


Footnote to a ballad 


(it is reported that the shortage of suitable 
houses for prison officers is so acute that at 
one prison, the Condemned Cell is ‘let’ to 
warders when it is unoccupied..) 


He does not rise in piteous haste 
To face the hour of eight, 

The empty den of other men 
Is his upon the date 

When they have business with a rope 
Upon affairs of State. 


Yet there’s no place where living men 
Are nearer to the dead— 

They do not say what warders pay 
Who are so void of dread 

That they can rent a tenement 
With an Execution Shed. 


But soon or late the order comes 
Bidding the tenant quit; 

You cannot use a place for screws 
When Death has need of it 

And there’s no room in the place of Doom 
Till Justice fills its pit. 


Night after night with silent tread 
The homeless warder’s fate 

Will keep his feet on an endless beat 
While prisoners watch and wait; 

He hangs his hope upon a rope 
And on the stroke of eight. 


Reginald Reynolds. 


and therefore biased. 
| mfttee’s decision is final. 


ining “would be Le physical exercise for the 
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REGISTRATION 


Employers of youths liable for their period of training 
are advised by the Department of Labour and Employment 
that.i: is their duty to see that their employees register under 


Those young men wishing to object on conscientious and 


grounds must lodge their objection with the 
riment.. Their cases are heard by a committee, 
e or six men, all of whom are military minded 
The Conscientious Objection Com- 


DISMISSAL CASE 


an interesting case of a young Christchurch 
plication was dismissed last year. 


He pleaded that he had no grudge against any man, and 


man could call himself a Christian unless he 
one. 
dismissed, he still refused to “go to camp” 
last January before a magistrate in Christchurch. 
£50. 


He has been sent a second notice to attend Burnham 
|Miljtary Camp, but still refuses. 
* tried 


His employers regard him as. anti-social and he has no 
court of appeal to turn to. 


He will stand in the dock 


” 


The Society of Friends, Quakers, have sup- 
ported him in his case. He is undoubtedly 
sincere. 


* EAT FOR PEACE! 
Is there any connection between peace, food 
and the soil? 


Yes, said Margaret Brady, council member 
of the Soil Association at a recent meeting of 
the Social Order Commission of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 


Whet counts for health and well-being is 
the “directness” of the connection between 
soil and focd. There were various interferences 
in the progress of our food from the soil te 
us. One of these took the form of processes 
which, as in the case of flour-making, removed 
much of its goodness. This goodness was then 
made available to us in the form of proprie- 
tary articles at high prices, 


The other kind of interference was in the 
use of chemicals, in the soil and in the food 
itself. This disturbed the natural circulation 
from soil to food to waste product and back 
to soil. 

Members were told of an interesting experi- 
ment which had been made at a Salvation 
Army Home for children. The Children were 
given foods which came more directly from the 
soil—salad, cheese, butter, wholewheat bread, 
milk, fruit, nuts, in contrast to the normal type 
of meal eaten in most British homes—white 
bread, margarine, jam, cake. 

As a result of the change the children were 
more cneerful, better-tempered and less quarrel- 
some. Was there something in this for the 
peace of the world? 


Voice of minorities 


A magazine representing the interests and 
+% viewpoints of European minorities and 
nationalities has just been launched from 
Denmark. 


Called Small Nations, its purpose is to dis- 
s¢minate information and news about Euro- 
pean national minority movements such as the 
Welsh, Scots, Breton, Slesvig. and Basque 
groups. It is published in English from the 
headquarters of the Information Bureau of 
European Minorities, Vestre Boulevard 40, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 


The first issue contains articles on the status 
of Greenland, Cornish cultural aspirations and 


the European Convention of Human Rights. 

The paper is opposed to cultural centralisation and 
the suppression of minority languages. ‘‘ The preservation 
of the rights of small nations w live a free life of their 
own, to keep their culture and language is the guarantee 
for a free healthy Europe and a world worth living in,” 
states the introductory editorial. 


For unity against conscription 


The following Motions from the Central 
London Group will be on the Agenda of the 
London ‘Area Meeting of the Peace Pledge 
Union on Tuesday, June 29. 

1. Believing that the signing of the Pledge involves a 
moral obligation to support tbe Peace Piedge Union by 
every possible means, the Groups here represented resolve 
to approach all signatories in the London Area with a 
programme of local activity, and to seek support both 
Practical and financial for local and national work, 
Pointing ‘out the liability of those who cannot give sup- 
Port to give financially. The Groupa further resolve to 
aim at a target of £1 per member per year. 

2. We of London Area are convinced that a common 
front against conscription should be formed within every 
district, and urge groups and areas to invite co-operation 
with other bodies in their districts to remove this social 
and moral evil. 


Notice of amendments to motions can be 
made up to the time of the meeting and should 
be given to the Secretary or posted to 
33 Compton Rd., N.1. The meeting will be at 
Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1,, 
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HALF-TIME 


THIS APPEAL has to raise 
£2,000 by December, 1954; 
the estimated amount to 
subsidise the production of 
Peace News at the present 
fevel of circulation. 


Se 
By June 30 we should have collected 
| £1,000. Can we do it, with the sum of 
| £279 to be raised in the next four weeks? 
Some of our American readers have | 
given the fund a good pull up by running 
a film show on our behalf, 


Can you organise garden parties, special 
collections at meetings and other activi- 
ties for Peace News? 


Be encouraged! Not since the crisis 
year of 1951, when prices soared and over 
| 50 British newspapers disappeared, has 
| the Fund stood so high. 


A special effort of some kind in June, 
; please. Then we can enter the “home 
| run” confident that we shall raise the 
| second £1,000 by December 31. 


THE EDITOR. 


Contributions since May 21: 
£69 Os. 4d. 
£721 Os. 1d. | 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to | 
Peace News Ltd. and address them to 
Vera Brittain, Treasurer, Peace News, 

3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


UNA to debate 


pacifist resolution 


From IVAN GEFFEN 


(GATESHEAD branch of the United Nations 

Association has decided to submit a 
resolution for the UNA Annual Conference 
which would have the effect of taking the 
collective use of military forces out of the 
objects for which UNA stands. 


We understand that this will be the first 
ovcasion since the establishment of the United 
Nations Association that delegates to a UNA 
conference will have found themselves face to 
face with this fundamental issue. 


; Total since January 1: 


The real enemy behind the H-bomb 


The real enemy behind the H-bomb is the idea of 
Power politics, the war method, Dr, Alan Litherland 
told Shipley Peace Pledge Union Group om May 14. 
Similarly with German rearmament: it was the inevitable 
development of power politics, and an illustration of the 
insanity to which they led. 


The Amsterdam Quaker Centre 


The Quaker Centre at Amsterdam repons a full pro- 
atamme of activities for the year past and the prospects 
of the same to come. The Centre has continued to act as 
headquarters for the CCH, the Organisation which has 
been carrying out relief work in the flooded areas. From 
May to December last the amount of ‘' person-nights” ar 
the Centre toralled 332, of which 141 were CCH workers. 


Discussions, assistance with International Seminars, 
lecturea. and social occasions have formed part of the 
Centre's activity, 


INDIAN OPINION 
Founded by Mahatma Gandhi 
eee. [OPEL in 1903: 2er IS 


me — 


i For the moral, political and < 


social advancement of Indians 
in South Africa 


Published Every Friday 
Thirty Shillings Annually 


APPLY 
The Manager 
Indian Opinion 
P. Bag, Phoenix, Natal, S. Africa 


Henry George’s Classic 


PROGRESS &} 
POVERTY . 


NEW CONDENSED EDITION . 


“In Africa and in other regions where 
lopsided land concentration survives, 
as well as In Britain, it may still do 
the beneficent work for which its 
author lived and suffered ... This 
excellently disciplined version of a 
great book deserves a warm welcome.” 
—H. L. Beales in The Political 
Quarterly. 


Cloth 248 pp Crown 8vo 
HOGARTH PRESS 7s 6d 


From alt Booksellers or from 
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation 
50 East 69th Street, New York 2]. 

and from 
Henry George Foundation 
4 Great Smith Street, London, S.W.1. 
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British Communist 


Party and conscription 


THE LESSON OF THE 
YOUTH FESTIVAL 


From a Correspondent 


ONCE again the Communists have succeeded 
in pulling off a well-run youth demonstra- 
tion, The extent and degree of Communist 
direction in the British Youth Festival of Sun- 
day last was obvious and clever. 


In Monday’s Daily Worker an account of 
the Youth Assembly’s proceedings was given 
which, while it made some vague references 
to non-Communist points of view, left the 
reader in no doubt as to what was the right 
line. 


When it came to a report of the discussion 
on conscription, the Daily Worker said : 


“Les Cannon, representing the Electrical Trades Union, 
warned against demands that youth should seck the total 
abolition of conscription, ‘Such a policy would split 
the movement now growing against the two years mili- 
tary service," he said. ‘Let us unite for a reduction as 
part ef a gencral fight for Peace.’ ” 

Now it is quite clear that the youth whose 
minds are turned towards healthy aspirations 
and who wish to work for peace have really no 


time for conscription at all. 
Youthful tendency 


But the British Communist Party line is not 
opposed to conscription, merely to the present 
period of service. Therefore this natural youth- 
ful tendency to repudiate military bondage had 
to be curbed. 


Those who find themselves attracted by the 
circuses which the CP always manage so effec- 
tively on these occasions, might do well to ask 
themselves why it is that British Communists 
are not in favour of the abolition of conscrip- 
tion. They fear no attack from Russia, and if 
there were one they would not urge resistance. 
They have said that Britain cannot be defended 
against H-bomb attack so they cannot seriously 
suggest conscription as a means to defence 
against America. And if this latter were the 
case they would not be in favour of a reduc- 
tion in the length of service. 


It is on this issue that the falseness of the 
British CP's peace attitude is exposed. It is a 
clear indication that there has been no modifi- 
cation of fundamental Marxist tactics in the 
Party. The reasons are : 

1. For Communists anywhere to repudiate 
military service would lead to the same argu- 
ments they used outside Russia being applied 
to Russia herself. If British Communists advo- 
cated ending conscription here they would, to 
be logical, have to advocate it for Russia, too. 
That would put them in the pacifist camp, 
where they obviously have no desire to be. 

2. Basic to Marxist thinking is the necessity 
to work towards the revolution. Military 
training is essential for effective revolution- 


making. 
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“There's one 
tolerate in my 
that’s fighting.” 


Reduction in the period would make ineffec- 
tive any system of military training for 
possible war with Russia. Modern war, as 
distinct from revolutionary activity, demands 
an extended training period. 


3. Im the armed services, as in the factories, the sense 
of proletarian unity is developed. In these days of coups 
d'etat it is more than ever necessary to have sympathetic 
working-class elements in the forces and police and civil 
services. Czechoslovakia has set the pattern. 


4. To oppose conscription right out would not be poli- 
lically ‘‘ realistic * even if there were not these other 
objections, By advocating a reduction, wide support from 
ali sections can be obtained without incurring the kind of 
ignominy that the pacifist suffers and without (the piéce 
de resistance this) being thought ** unpatriotic.” 


The Oxford Third 


June 4, 1954, PEACE NEWS—5 


Camp Conference 


ONLY GENUINE SUPPORTERS CAN LAUNCH CAMPAIGN 


John Banks, General Secretary of Com- 
mon Wealth, sends the following comments 
arising out of our report in Peace News 
on May 21 of the conference held in 
Oxford on May 9. 


AS you say, “a deep difference of opinion 
+* soon became apparent between those who 
believed that the Third Force should work 
within the Western Alliance, and those who 
wished Britain to cut away completely from 
our present international commitments.” 


You do not make clear that the former 
opinion was virtually confined to the represen- 
tatives of the University Labour and Liberal 
Clubs, and that a very large majority passed 
the clause of the resolution which says that 
the Third Force Movement “refuses to give 
support—‘ critical” or otherwise—to the pre- 
parations of either side in the cold war or to 
foreign policies which are part of such war 
preparations.” 


Nevertheless, although the dissentients were 
a small minority, they were among the spon- 
sors of the conference, and thereby in a posi- 
tion to demand a full hearing, even though 
this held up proceedings and spoiled what 
would otherwise have been a highly successful 
conference. 


The moral surely is that the Third Camp 
Movement to get started must be launched 
exclusively by people who are genuine sup- 
porters, and the acid test of genuineness is 
the rejection of military alliances with either 


of the two Power blocs. While individual 
members of the Labour and Liberal and even 
the Conservative Parties may well pass this 
test—it was a clinching point of Professor 
Cole‘s address to the conference—it is never- 
theless true that these parties as organisations 
are at present fully committed to support of 
NATO, and are therefore incapable of giving 
support to the initiation of a bona fide Third 
Camp Movement at the same time. They have 
to be converted, and against bitter opposition. 

The most encouraging thing about the 
Oxford Conference is in danger of being over- 
looked in the heat of largely irrelevant con- 
troversy. This is the number of important 
people representing a wide variety of organis- 
ations who attended, in some cases travelling 
great distances, and arriving overnight to do 
so. Some, but not all, of these were indicated 
in the list of speakers at the end of the Peace 
News report. 

It certainly seems as though at long last the 
Third Camp idea may receive organisational 
expression in the British Isles, and if this hap- 
pens we shall be greatly in the debt of the 
American Peacemakers, who set the example 
with their successful Conference in Chicago 
and New York in 1953. It is only when the 
Third Camp Movement has achieved such 
organisational expession on the basis of the 
unity of those already converted that an 
attempt can be made to influence public 
opinion through, or in spite of, the machinery 
of the main parties. 


Letters tothe Editor 


H-bompb petition 


TT is very unfortunate that some consider- 
able confusion has arisen in regard to the 
so-called H-bomb petition. May I, therefore, 
in an endeavour to remove this confusion, 
first of all quote the words of the petition: 


““The Humble Petition of citizens of the United 
Kingdom Sheweth 


That the hydrogen bomb with its immense range and 
power as disclosed by recent experiments constitutes a 
grave threat to civilisation and that any recourse to war 
may lead to its use. 


Your Petitioners pray that Her Majesty's Government 
should take immediate initiative to bring about a 
meeting between the Prime Minister and the heads of 
the Administration of the United States of America and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for the purpose 
of considering anew the problem of the reduction and 
control of armaments and of devising positive policies 
and means for removing from all the peoples of the 
world the fear which now oppresses them and for the 
strengthening of collective peace through the United 
Nations Organisation.” 


There is nothing here about banning the 
H-bomb. The fact is that this is the exact 
wording of the Labour Party Motion which 
was carried unanimously by all parties in the 
House of Commons on April 5. 


The pacifist and other peace organisations, 
which attended the two meetings called for 
the purpose of launching the petition did not 
expect, nor suppose, it would be possible, to 
launch a pacifist petition, but as it turned out 
there was an overwhelming “straw” vote at 
the first meeting in favour of an amendment 
to include a demand that the H-bomb should 
not be manufactured in Britain, nor used 
from bases in this country. 


In spite of this strong indication of the 
wishes of the meeting the committee decided 
between the first and the second meeting, to 
maintain the wording of the Labour Party 
motion and nothing else. 


Had the amendment been allowed, the peti- 
tion, though by no means 100 per cent. paci- 


fist would have carried the full support of the 
PPU and other peace societies. 


As it was, this undemocratic over-ruling of 
the wish of the majority, led to the Peace 
Pledge Union, The Friends Peace Committee, 
The Fellowship of Reconciliation, The 
National Peace Council and a number of 
others withdrawing their support. To secure 
signatures at the cost of immense energy, 
time and money demanding something already 
agreed to by the Government seemed to them 
unconstructive and wasteful. 


There is, of course, nothing against indi- 
viduals doing what they believe right for them 
to do, but there is everything against allowing 
a misunderstanding of this kind to go on. 

Donald Soper’s support of the pacifist meeting at 
Friends House, and his call to pacifist action, shows that 
there is no cleavage between him and the pacifist societies, 
and I do hope that this mischievous kind of suggestion will 
be scotched once and for all. 

Before the petition campaign was launched at all, the 
Joint Standing Pacifist Committee were planning for a great 
propaganda campaign throughout the country to strengthen 
and canalise the stirring in the public mind not only of fear 
of the bomb, but of a profound and real moral objection 
to its use. 


The campaign has now been launched, and it will need 
the wholehearted support of those who are willing to 
take even “‘ uncomfortable action * in a great cause. 


SYBIL MORRISON, Chairman, 
Standing Joint Pacifist Committee. 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

QURELY people ought to think out their 
duty for themselves and not decide for 
or against an action because of what other 
individuals or organisations do. Personal 
responsibility is the basis of our Western way 

of life. 


The national H-bomb petition is, in effect, 
a referendum and lack of appa for it could 


be, unfortunately, interpreted as apathy. 
PHYLLIS MARES. 
140 Castelnau, S.W.13. 


APAY I remind G. Rhodes and Rev. Paget 
+" King that thousands of men gave their 
lives and millions of people believed in the 
attractive but false doctrine of the “ War to 


end War.” In the same way many well-inten- 
tioned people are being deluded by the cry 
that to end the H-bomb is the first step to 
universal disarmament. 

So the pacifist ‘t hierarchy "—if it exists—is correct in 
maintaining our slogan of renouncing war and at the same 
time renouncing civil defence, conscription and such con- 
ventional weapons as tanks and napalm bombs If not the 
only road it is certainly the main road to sanity for a 
world which at present believes in piecemeal destruction 


but boggles at blowing the whole world to bits in one great 
and beautiful bang. 


‘ ALFRED LEAPER. 
22 Barrington Ave., Hull. 


The Third Camp 


HAVE read references to the Third Camp 
in Peace News during the past few months, 
looking for signs of a new dynamic which I 
know well enough many others are seeking. 


The dynamic of one person or a group is 
almost invariably too small nowadays to lift 
a nation up over the stumbling blocks in the 
way towards a full life for itself and the rest 
of the world. 


After looking through your report on the 
Conference at Oxford may I suggest three 
stumbling blocks: 


1. Section IV needs crossing out and re- 
placing by “should study just how far the 
Capitalist and Communist Social systems can 
come along with the Third Camp policy, and 
vice versa.” 

2. Better leave calling upon the government 
to others. Call upon the people instead. 


E 3. Avoid “Third Force.” The word 
Force” will not help; “Camp” gives a 
pioneering appeal. 

Let this New Order go into production not only of 
words and pamphlets, but also of some goods and services 


in the new way. If the Third Camp is anything less than 
a new concept of civilisation 1 don’t think we want it. 
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SOCIALISTS and PACIFISTS|The power, and the will 


Mr. Attiee’s dilemma 


MPHOSE of us who are pacifists and 

members of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party have no reason to complain of the 
attitude that is adopted by the majority 
of the Labour Party. 

It is a recognised tradition that pacifists are 
entitled to hold anti-war views and express 
them in the House of Commons and to abstain 
from voting for policies which imply support 
of militarism and war. : ' 

The job of those of us who are pacifists in 
the Labour Party is to persuade the majority 
of the reasonableness of our point of view. 

Just as the majority is tolerant towards us 
we have to be tolerant towards the majority, 
realising that they are not pacifist and that 
the Labour Party is a cross section of British 
opinion which accepts big armaments and all 
the preparations for war as part of national 
policy. 

In this I believe the majority of the Labour 
Party are wrong. My job is to convert them 
and you do not convert other people to your 
point of view by denouncing them as hypo- 
crites and warmongers, but by arguing your 
case tolerantly and reasonably. 

Why are the pacifists in the Labour Party ? 


Peace through gunboats 


In his autobiography (“As it Happened,” 
Heinemann, 16s.) Mr. Attlee has some inter- 
esting comments to make on pacifists and 
pacifism. 

“ Socialist Pacifism,” he writes, was a product 
of the optimistic Victorian era when the British 
navy ruled the seas and when the idea of a 
world war scemed remote. Liberals and 
Socialists held to this idea. Looking back, one 
can sce that the Social Democratic Federation 
was more realistic in its attitude.”* 

It seems from this that Mr. Attlee thinks 
that there were no world wars in the Vic- 
torian era because the British navy guaran- 
teed peace: a common theme and illusion 
among conservative historians. : 
When Keir Hardie was returned to Parlia- 

ment the second time in !900, he had fought 
Merthyr Tydfil as an anti-Boer War candidate : 
as a “Pro-Boer,” the worst epithet going in 
politics in 1900. In his articles in the Labour 
Leader and in his speeches, Keir Hardie had 
campaigned against the war. In 1900 when the 
Daily Express had asked a number of public 
men what they regarded as the greatest danger 
the world faced in the 20th century, Hardie 
replied tersely in one word, “ Militarism.” It 
is therefore curious to sce Attlee writing appre- 
ciatively of the Social Democratic Federation 
olicy. : 

A In a earlier chapter he refers to the Social 
Democratic Federation as a party that was 
“completely Marxist, and preached the class 
war.” He does not scem to have joined it. 
His admiration is purely retrospective. The 
old SDF did advocate a citizen army, but had 
the SDF survived it would hardly have 
approved of the conscription of today and as 
it was particularly violently opposed to Impcri- 
alism it would hardly have approved of the 
way in which British conscripts have been used. 


Keir Hardie’s stand 


Hardie took a prominent part in opposing 
the Entente Cordiale and, the alliance with 
French and Czarist Russia which landed us in 
the First World War. ‘ 7 

One of my most vivid political memories 1s 
of hearing Hardie howled down and the meet- 
ing broken up by a riotous mob which howled 
““Pro-German” at him in August, 1914. 

“ Pacifist’? was not»a word much used in 
those days, but I have no doubt that Hardie 
would have been a pacifist if he had lived on, 
and would have taken very much the same line 
George Lansbury did in the 1930's. 

Facing both ways 

Mr. Attlee makes some superficial reference 
to pacifists. He writes : 

“It always appeared to me that some of 
my pacifist friends in their insistence on the 
wickedness of warfare seemed to think that 
an inefficient army was less wicked than an 
efficient one, a point to which I was unable 
to subscribe.” . 

As this has never been a pacifist argument 
it is dificult to understand what it is. Mr. 
Attlee is unable to accept. . > 

But what about his own attitude in the 
“thirties 2 Then the Labour Party, not knowing 
its own mind, tried to face both ways at the 
same time and on the eve of war opposed 


conscription. 
Mr. Attlee now thinks that the Labour Party 


*Note.—The Social Democratic Federation, 


in contradistinction to the Independent Labour 
in 


Party, made militarist assumptions its 

policy.—Ed. 
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should have supported conscription before the 
war. 


When the Second World War came Labour 
went into the Churchill coalition. 


One reads Mr. Attlee’s book without getting 
any clear indication as to what part the 
Labour members of the Churchill War Coali- 
tion played in making the major decisions or 
attempting to prevent the major blunders. 


There was “ Unconditional Surrender.” That 
he the policy which brought the Russians to 
Berlin. 


Did Mr. Attlee and his colleagues accept 
this or did they protest ? 


When Mr. Bevin complained of the results 
of unconditional surrender after the war, 
Churchill promptly retorted that the Labour 
members of the War Cabinet has supported it 
and wanted it applied to Italy. 


Peril of the H-bomb 


Where does Mr. Attlee stand towards paci- 
fism today ? 

Certainly no pacifist could object to his 
speech on the H-bomb. But what is the logic 
of it? 

If H-bombs could destroy our civilisation, 
how can Mr. Attlee, in the light of what he 
said on April 5, 1954, approve of a line of 
policy which implies our joining in an H-bomb 
race. 

If the H-bomb is all that Mr. Attlee said 
about it in his speech, then we ought to stop 
making it. 

Indeed one can quite understand a Conserva- 
tive using the Attlee quotation about inefficient 
armaments to Attlee’s denunciation of the 
H-bomb. 

The pacifists say a definite “No” to the 
H-bomb, as they do to all the other weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mr. Attlee warns us about the peril of the 
H-bomb and wants a Big Three conference to 
deal with the threat to the world. 


But what is he going to advocate if the 
Three-Power Conference does not come off, or 
fails ? 


The pacifist knows the answer to this ques- 
tion. Does Mr. Attlee ? It is his dilemma, not 
the pacifist’s. 


Tributes to 
Agatha Harrison 


By Margaret Tims 


PPRIBUTES to the life and work of Agatha 

Harrison were voiced in many different 
keys at the memorial meeting arranged by the 
India League, the National Peace Council and 
the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom at the Caxton Hall on May 31. 
It was essentially a gathering of fellowship, 
said the Chairman, Reginald Sorensen, MP, in 
gratitude for a life of undeviating service to 
the cause of peace. 


Lord Pethick-Lawrence described Agatha 
Harrison as “one of God’s nobility.” The 
world was better, wider and truer because she 
had lived amongst us. 


Professor Kathleen Lonsdale spoke as 
President of the WIL, of which Agatha Harri- 
son had been a founder member since 1915; 
she had believed that women, because of their 
qualities as women, could play a very great 
part in helping to make the world a better 
place: by providing food and shelter for the 
needy and health for the sick, as positive ways 
of preventing oppression. 


Her last mission: to Geneva 


Gerald Bailey, who had travelled with her 
on her last mission of conciliation with the 
Quaker team of observers at the Geneva 
Conference, spoke of her as being “on active 
service ” to the end. Her contribution to this 
work, and to the previous missions at the 
United Nations General Assemblies, had been 
invaluable and unique, and its keynote was 
her “ profound conscientiousness.” She had 
that sacrificial quality of service which was the 
mark of the true conciliator and peacemaker. 
At the General Assembly in 1950, she was 
almost alone in penetrating the guard and 
meeting the Chinese delegation to the United 
Nations. 


Kingsley Martin, editor of the “ New States- 
man and Nation,” said Agatha Harrison had 
often been persistent in trying to make him do 
things he didn’t want to, but he would always 
remember her with “a twinkle in her eye.” 
She had no false piety. She was the most 
amusing, intelligent and helpful person on the 
periphery of politics he had ever known. 


Mrs. McGregor Wood, a2 Vice-President of 
the Women’s International League, said the 
greatest thing about Agatha Harrison was her 
courage. Latterly, in her work at the United 
Nations, she had come to believe very much 
in the value of the specialised agencies and the 
efforts of the non-governmental organisations 
for constructive peace-making. N 


Krishna Menon, leader of the UN Indian 
delegation, who had just returned from the 
Geneva Conference, spoke of the spontaneous 
gatherings in many parts of the world in 
memory of this “‘ great and good woman.” She 
had no office or title, and no flags were lowered 
for her, but all over India people honoured her 
name; and in the quiet room at the United 
Nations, men and women of all countries 
joined in meditation to pay her tribute. 


India was also represented at the meeting by the Acting 
High Commissioner in the United Kingdom. 


The claim that the free nations should immediately cast away all their weapons 
of defence—for there is no halting place between the Hydrogen bomb and the less 
destructive arms—and allow the world to be overrun, savaged, and slaughtered 
by evil men, has no more justification than that a man should stand by and watch 
his wife being assaulted and murdered, and his home wrecked, by a violent criminal. 
Any distinction that is attempted to be drawn between the two is logically and 


morally false. 


—The Methodist Recorder, May 20, 1954. 


States like Hitler's Germany have done much wickedness over many years, 
but no State has ever before had both the power and the will to destroy so many 


lives in a few seconds. 
N Sunday this country will be cele- 


brating ‘“‘ D-Day,” that day, ten years 


' since the decision to make a target of popula- 
| tions ; that change had, necessarily, to be justi- 
! fied, and Churchill's war-cry “ We'll give it 'em 
| back,” was a good enough plea. 


ago, when an air and sea attack was 
launched upon the coast of Normandy in 
the final bid for victory over Germany. 


Already Germany was battered to its knees 
by “obliteration bombing,” by unremitting, 
ruthless attack day and night upon the centres 
of population from the air. Now the French 
people, who were Britain’s allies, must also 
suffer this total and indiscriminating attack. 


Dr. MACLEOD 
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them at a blow, and to render infertile their 
feeding grounds for a decade. 


“What Asian would want Western ideas 
if that was the first idea we gave them?” 
he asked. 


It was meaningless to ban the hydrogen 
bomb and justify the atomic bomb. It was 
meaningless to ban all the weapons of warfare, 
conventional and unconventional, and then 
justify bacteriological warfare. Someone had 
to call a halt, but once you got on the slippery 
slope it was found that there was no halting 
place until one went down to stark pacifism. 


“You go down into that seemingly grave- 
like valley that is called pacifism, a valley 
largely untrodden since the first three centuries 
of Christianity. 


“When you first found yourself there phan- 
tom serpents seem to be hissing at you 
‘ cowardice’ and imaginary beasts seem to be 
breathing in your face the word ‘treason.’ All 
the centuries-old traditions of Scotland and our 
fathers whisper around you and half of your 
best friends, if only by their silent eycs, seem 
to be saying ‘ Mad, mad, mad,’ and yet there is 
no halting place of sanity higher up. 

“The time is past when men can speak of 
war as an instrument of policy. Surely in such 
a plight the only people left who can give the 
releasing word are the people of God? For 
only they know the secret and significance of 
the grave. They alone know the paradoxical 
possibilities of resurrection. Only the Church 
of Jesus Christ can now release our world. 

“Very few pacifists I know are absolute 
pacifists. What it comes down to is ‘what 
within the Christian situation is the best calcu- 
lated risk one way or another,’ ” 

For the non-pacifist it was continued support 
for the bomb till the skies somehow lightened. 
The calculation was that no one would press 
the button. 

“ The pacifist solution is beyond a peradven- 
ture a Christian calculation. The Cross of 
Christ looked like the final victory of the 
powers of darkness. But it wasn’t so. The 
calculation is that God does not abdicate. He 
reigns omnipotent, and the destination of man- 
kind is in His hands. These things are in the 
present tense. If we put them in the future 
tense we do so despite the Word of God.” 

Professor Pitt Watson moved an amendment, 
later adopted by the Assembly with 40 dissen- 
tients, which declared that “Christian values 
and the liberties of men, at present gravely 
threatened, have still to be defended; that 
the banning or unilateral renunciation of such 
weapons might well, in present circumstances, 
involve the destruction of these liberties and 
values, if not lead to a war that could have 
been averted...” 

“If Iam impaled on one horn of this tragic 
dilemma,” said Prof. Pitt-Watson, “make no 
mistake about it, Dr. Macleod is impaled upon 
the other. 

He believed the true custodians of peace 
were those who prepared for war in the 
thirties. The responsibility for those who died 
between 1939 and 1945 rested largely with the 
pacifists. 


The H-bomb petition 


(INEN ways of helping with the H-bomb 
a petition have been suggested by The 
Hydrogen Bomb—National Campaign, in a 
leaflet issued from 141 Victoria St., London. 
They suggest : 
Take a stall! in your local market place to collect 
signatures. 
Ask permission to have a table for people to sign the 
petition inside or in the forecourt of any large Stores. 
. Window notices in shops and houses indicating that 
people can sign the petition there. 
Take part in local pageants or processions during 
Whitsun. 
Contact all local organisations and groups. 
Organise a poster parade, distribute petition forms and 
collect signatures while marching. 
Door to door, street by street collection of signatures. 
. Hold open-air meetings. 
/ Organise a public meeting. 
. Take the initiative in trying to form a local committee 
to ensure that every adult, man and woman is given 
the chance to sign the petition before the end of July. 


A CORRECTION 


Owing to an error in sub-editing, Peace News 
printed the names of those who had been asked 
to support the petition in a list of those who 
had done so. Lord Hailsham has indicated his 
dissent. : 

Those supporting the petition include : Earl 
Russell, Lord and Lady Huntingdon, Professor 
Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS, Max Beerbohm, 
G. D. H. Cole and Vaughan Williams. The 
following are among those who have joined 
the Committee: Professor Lancelot Hogben, 
FRS, Benn Levy and the Rev. F. Hudson, of 
Methodist International House. 
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—The New Men. C. P. Snow. 


The whole concept of war had been changed 


Nevertheless, even among those who were so 
lost to moral values as to feel no conscience- 
stricken shrinking from the idea of causing 
such terror and suffering to children, invalids 
and other helpless, defenceless, innocent human 
beings, the use of the atom bomb upon two 
cities in Japan, without warning, came as a 
jahock; 


At that time the ordinary citizen knew 
nothing of the peace proposals that were being 
put forward by Japan, and therefore could 
scarcely have taken in the full horror of the 
ruthless experiment that was then deliberately 
carried out, but since Churchill’s own statement 
on the subject, there is no longer any lingering 
doubt. 

Those who made that decision to use the 
power of an appalling and incalculable weapon 
upon human beings, knew that it was unneces- 
sary, so far as ending the war was concerned, 
since negotiations for an armistice were already 
being sought. 

Scientists discovered the power, but it was 
politicians who discovered the will to 
slaughter, maim and mutilate tens of thousands 
of human beings in one second; it was they 
who, in the name of defence, deliberately, ruth- 
lessly and violently did to death the people of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

It is they, backed by the State and the 
Church, who now stand responsible for the 
dreadful consequences—the production of the 
hydrogen, cobalt and possibly other mass- 
destruction bombs. 

Yet there are still people, and even news- 
papers which are the organs of great Christian 
churches, who dare to compare the use of such 
methods to a man protecting his wife from 
murder and assault. 


The analogy is one of the most puerile, and 
the most immoral and false, that has ever been 
invented. There is not in fact any analogy 
between organising millions of people to kill 
each other for reasons unknown to most of 
them and an unprovoked attack upon a loved 
one. 

Since the “ free world ” is by no means inno- 
cent of provocation: since the “free world” 
was willing to be “ blood brothers” with the 
Soviet Union when it was militarily conveni- 
ent; since the “free world” has deliberately 
experimented with the lives and the future of 
human beings in the most colossal and ruthless 
slaughter ever undertaken by any Government 
or nation, it is impossible to compare it with 
an innocent man faced with an attack upon 
his wife. 

That conception of war is not only sentimen- 
tal, emotional nonsense, but it is completely 
false in every aspect. Would it be agreed that 
a man who rushes to protect his wife from a 
maniac, should do so by killing the maniac’s 
perfectly innocent wife, children and relations? 
_ There is no analogy; and such self-deceiving 
justification cannot save the world from its 
sins ; “God is not deceived,” and good cannot 
be so denied. If the church, instead of advanc- 
ing such futile excuses, would give a great call 
to repentance, a world in chains might yet be 
freed from the tyranny of war. 


Pacifist Youth Action Group 


Film rent to UNESCO Fund 


WORLD WITHOUT 
END 


First prize Edinburgh Film 
Festival 1953 


Hoxton Hall, Hoxton St. 
(Nr. Old St. tube) 


Friday June I! at 7.30 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday June 6 


Studio, 29 Addison Ave., London W.1I 
(Near Holland Park Stn.) 


Discourse by Rev. Will Hayes 
“On Eating Bread Together” 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endslelgh Street, W.C.i 


